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SUBJECT: OAS PERMANENT COUNCIL AGREES TO NAME AD HOC 
COMMITTEE TO VISIT COSTA RICA AND NICARAGUA 

1 . WITH FULL SUPPORT OF AMBASSADOR OF NICARAGUA, PERMANENT 
COUNCIL AT SPEC;AL SESSION MORNING OF OCTOBER 21 DECIDED 
TO HONOR REQUEST OF COSTA RICA AND SEND A THREE-MEMBER 
AD HOC MISSION TO BOTH COUNTRIES AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO 
ESTABLISH FACTS OF BORDER PROBLEM THAT BEGAN OCTOBER 13 
AND RESULTED IN EXCHANGE OF PROTESTS. PERMANENT COUNCIL 
TOOK FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR CASE, SETTING ASIDE MACHINERY 
OF INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PEACEFUL SETTLEMENTS, AND 
REQUESTED CHAIRMAN OF PERMANENT COUNCIL (MARIA EUGENIA 
OYARZUN OF CHILE) TO RECESS AND CONSULT DIRECTLY WITH 
AMBASSADORS OF COSTA RICA AND NICARAGUA TO DETERMINE 
COMPOSITION OF THREE-MAN MISSION AND SET TERMS OF REFERENCE. 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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2. FOLLOWING PRIVATE CONSULTATIONS PERMANENT COUNCIL WILL 
MEET AGAIN AT 4:30 PM TO APPROVE HER DECISIONS ON MEMBER- 
SHIP, MANDATE AND TIMEFRAME. WORKING GROUP OF U.S., 
ARGENTINA AND MEXICO WAS NAMED TO DRAW UP MANDATE. 
PROGRAM/BUDGET COMMITTEE OF OAS MEETS AT 3 PM TO APPROVE 
FUNDS FOR OBSERVER MISSION. COMPOSITION NOT YET DECIDED 
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BUT STRONG SUGGESTION IS THAT U.S. WILL BE ASKED TO 

SEND OBSERVER AND SUPPLY LOGISTIC SUPPORT TO MISSION. CHRISTOPHER 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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